
Where to find a suitable journal for your research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before selecting a recommended journal publishing route: 

1. THINK about the best publishing sources for your research. 
• Do you have a funder grant or Central funds available to cover publishing costs/APC? 
• Seek further advice from your supervisor 

2. CHECK for suitable, high-quality journals that will maximise your research impact. 
 

• Contact your School Librarian if you need help finding suitable journals. 
                 

 
 
 
 

 

Once you find a suitable journal to publish your research, go to the next step: SUBMIT your work. 

IMPORTANT: 
• Read the ‘Information for authors’ guidelines on the journal’s website, which will guide you in presenting and submitting your research. 
• When you register your article with the publisher, use your Institutional email address and your ORCID. 

© Western Sydney University unless otherwise attributed. ‘Want to publish open access articles’ 
created by Lucy Walton is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY) 

 START 

Do you have the funds to publish? 

CHECK DOAJ 
Search for suitable ‘Diamond’ open 
access journals that are: 

1) Without fees 
2) Author retains all rights 

CHECK THE READ & PUBLISH AGREEMENT JOURNAL LIST 
Search Publisher journal lists by journal title and/or ISSN. 

Select a journal to submit your work to. 

If you did not find a suitable journal, move to the next step. 
 

 YES Did you find a suitable journal? 

 NO 
PUBLISH TRADITIONAL ROUTE 

• Journals that are free for authors to publish in, however a fee is 
required for readers to access. 

• An embargo period of up to 24 months generally applies to 
openly sharing your research. 

• Supports self-archiving (also known as ‘Green’ open access). 
 

PUBLISH ‘GOLD’ OPEN ACCESS 

• A Fee (APC – Article Processing Charge) is required for authors to 
publish in these journals. Use your grant funds or Central Funding. 

• Free for readers to access. 
• The published version is free and immediately accessible online. 

PUBLISH ‘DIAMOND’ OPEN ACCESS 

• Journals that are free for authors to publish in, and free for 
readers to access. 

• Community-driven journals supported by institutions. 

 NO  YES 

https://answers.library.westernsydney.edu.au/faq/272412
https://subjectguides.library.westernsydney.edu.au/strategicpublishing/step1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_processing_charge
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/study/how-to-apply/higher-degree-research-candidates/find-a-supervisor
https://subjectguides.library.westernsydney.edu.au/strategicpublishing/step2
https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/search/contains/school%20librarian
https://subjectguides.library.westernsydney.edu.au/strategicpublishing/step3
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/search/journals?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22bool%22%3A%7B%22must%22%3A%5B%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22bibjson.apc.has_apc%22%3Afalse%7D%7D%2C%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22bibjson.other_charges.has_other_charges%22%3Afalse%7D%7D%2C%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22bibjson.copyright.author_retains%22%3Atrue%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D%2C%22size%22%3A50%2C%22sort%22%3A%5B%7B%22created_date%22%3A%7B%22order%22%3A%22desc%22%7D%7D%5D%2C%22track_total_hits%22%3Atrue%7D
https://doaj.org/search/journals?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22bool%22%3A%7B%22must%22%3A%5B%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22bibjson.apc.has_apc%22%3Afalse%7D%7D%2C%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22bibjson.other_charges.has_other_charges%22%3Afalse%7D%7D%2C%7B%22term%22%3A%7B%22bibjson.copyright.author_retains%22%3Atrue%7D%7D%5D%7D%7D%2C%22size%22%3A50%2C%22sort%22%3A%5B%7B%22created_date%22%3A%7B%22order%22%3A%22desc%22%7D%7D%5D%2C%22track_total_hits%22%3Atrue%7D
https://library.westernsydney.edu.au/researchers/openaccessfeesupport
https://www.issn.org/understanding-the-issn/what-is-an-issn/
https://oaaustralasia.org/2021/05/25/what-are-the-different-types-of-open-access/#:%7E:text=Repository%2Dbased%20or%20%E2%80%9CGreen%E2%80%9D%20open%20access
https://oaaustralasia.org/2021/05/25/what-are-the-different-types-of-open-access/#:%7E:text=Journal%2Dbased%C2%A0%20or%20%E2%80%9CGold%E2%80%9D%20Open%20Access
https://oaaustralasia.org/faqs/#panel-614
https://oaaustralasia.org/2021/05/25/what-are-the-different-types-of-open-access/#:%7E:text=Access%20Books.-,%E2%80%9CDiamond%E2%80%9D%20Open%20access,-%E2%80%9CDiamond%E2%80%9D%20open%20access

